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Enabling organisations, 
businesses and communities 
to adapt 

Adaptation Scotland is a programme funded by the Scottish  
Government and delivered by sustainability charity Sniffer 
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Edinburgh Adapts 

Edinburgh Adapts aims to help our city adapt 
to the challenges of our changing climate.  
 
Our vision is for: 
 
an Edinburgh that considers climate risks and 
opportunities at all levels of decision making 
 
works with the grain of our valuable 
natural systems 
 
is resilient to the shocks of extreme weather,  
 
where citizens live healthy, happy, lives safe 
from the unavoidable impacts of climate 
change. 
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Biodiversity actions 



“The Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh is  working with our 
partners to gain a deeper understanding  of the implications 
of climate change for Edinburgh and to share knowledge and 
expertise in helping the city adapt to a changing climate”. 



“Scottish Wildlife Trust warmly welcome the Edinburgh Adapts 
action plan which compliments the aims of Edinburgh Living 
landscape and recognises that we will only be able to 
successfully adapt to a changing climate by increasing 
biodiversity and creating healthier urban ecosystems”.  



Advice for homeowners…… 

Built Environment and 
infrastructure actions 

Includes actions to: 
 
 Strengthen evidence and awareness building of current and future coastal change 
along Edinburgh’s coast and in the wider context of the Firth of Forth. 
 
Engage stakeholders to identify how we adapt our urban footprint to accommodate 
a dynamic and changing coast and live with increased coastal flood and erosion risk 
 



“Climate change impacts accelerate stone deterioration. 
We are adapting our buildings through stopping stone 
decay and vegetation growth”. Edinburgh world Heritage  



“We are developing 
a new report 
looking at impact 
analysis of climate 
change on our 
heritage buildings 
and we will be 
consulting with 
architects”.  

 



Flood 
prevention 
actions 



“Flooding has a huge impact on all sectors of society. 
Climate change is likely to exacerbate river and coastal 
flooding and greater frequency and intensity of extreme 
rainfall will increase surface water flooding”. 



“We are moving away from hard flood prevention 
measures… 



… to more naturalised solutions.” 



Society and 
Economy Actions 



• Start of a long-term process of working together 
 

• Action Plan represents the starting point and not the final 
destination 
 

• Governance is at the heart of taking this agenda forward 
 

Edinburgh Adapts Action Plan 



Next Steps 

• Vision and action plan published Dec 1st  
 

• Implementation 
 
 

 
 



Thank you 

Keep in touch: 
 
Fiona Macleod           fiona.macleod@edinburgh.gov.uk 

Anna Beswick            anna@sniffer.org.uk 

  
www.sustainableedinburgh.org 
 
www.adaptationscotland.org.uk 
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