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• Marine planning provided for by the 

Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 

 

• 2015 : Statutory plan – 200 NM – 

reserved and devolved  

 

• Presumption for sustainable 

development and use - policies 

‘define’ sustainability 

 

• General policies & sector policies 

address sustainability issues 

 

•  reflects spatial output of  other work 

 

 



National Marine Plan Review 2018  

 

 2018 - three years since the Plan was adopted and 

published 

 

 Scottish and UK legislation requires review and 

reporting for inshore and offshore area 

 

 In 2017  undertook a formal exercise to  inform a review 

report for March 2018 (published)  

 

 
 

 

 



What did we review ? 

Legal obligation is to review and report on  

 

• The effects of the policies in the plan  

• The effectiveness of the policies in securing the 

objectives 

• The progress  being made towards securing 

objectives 

 

But….. 
 

 



……since Ministers had to decide whether or not to 

amend or replace the plan following the review…..  

We also considered:  

 implementation and barriers to implementation, 

 its relevance to emerging activities 

 linkages with terrestrial plans 

 how changes to the policy and legal andscape will 

influence future planning e.g. exit from the EU 



Review findings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Implementation  

 

Plan used across a range of statutory functions; as a basis 

for discussion between stakeholders re developments and 

access; to support consultation responses; to direct funding ;  

basis of advice  to other parts of the organisation ; consents 

 

Policies which influenced decisions or were ‘useful’ included 

some fisheries policies, ‘new’ policies, general policies 

including marine litter, invasive species.  

 

Too early for a review? Too soon to attribute change? 

 

 

 

 



Moving forward 

• Ministers have announced there will be no 

amendment or replacement at this time. 

 

• Brexit – Marine Acts will continue to provide the legal 

basis for planning post Brexit , but issues with areas 

such as CFP, other Directives and with the MPS 

 

• Challenges how to align plan policies with emerging 

policies and strategies e.g fishing, energy 

 

• Emerging activities – litter, seaweed, 

decommissioning 

 

 

 



Next steps 

• Develop a work programme with input (and ownership)  

from MS, other public bodies and stakeholders 

• Implementation – work with MS branches and LAs to 

improve understanding and identify mechanisms and 

processes where NMP can be applied.  

• Effectiveness – assessment of plan policies and their 

reliance on voluntary or other regulatory mechanisms 

• New legal frameworks – consider implications of EU 

withdrawal, Crown Estate Bill, Islands Bill etc. 

• Emerging Activity – scenario test effectiveness of Plan 

using emerging activity such as seaweed. 

 

 

 



 

 

 



National Litter Strategy 

 

 

 

Terrestrial Policies with ambitious targets 

 

• Reducing waste by 15% 

• Recycling 70% of all waste 

• By 2025 

 

• Growing our Circular Economy 

 

• Deposit Return Scheme 

• Single-use materials Expert Panel 

 



To develop current and future measures to ensure that the 

amount of litter entering the marine and coastal environment is 

minimised to bring ecological, economic and social benefits.  

 

Five themes 

 

 Consumer and Industry behaviour change 

 Reducing sources of litter 

 Contributing to the circular, low-carbon economy 

 Improving monitoring to enable evaluation 

 Strengthening co-ordination in the UK, EU and globally 

 

Over 40 action points, outcomes and deadlines developed with 

a steering group. 

 Terrestrial policy 

 NGOs 

 Waste water body 

 Fishing industry 

 Scientists 

 

  

 

 

Marine Litter Strategy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Evidence based-approach 
 

Sea-bed litter monitoring 

 

Microplastic monitoring 

 

 Sea surface 

 Sub tidal marine sediment 

 

Additional data 

 

 MASTS 

 Citizen Science 

 

 



 

  

 

 

Cotton Buds 



 





  Marine Litter Sinks 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



www.SCRAPbook.org.uk 



Save the Date! 

 

 February 2019 



Conclusions 

 

• Evidence based approach 

• Partnership working 

• Behaviour change 
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