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“The greatest difficulty railway interests have to 
contend with in Scotland is the unreasonable demands, 
- nay, the avaricious cupidity of the owners of the soil. 
The most sterile patch of the Ochills (sic), the bleakest 
moor in Nithsdale, the craggiest acre within the shade 
of the Grampians, touch it by a railway, and you will 
hear of land valued at £3 per acre that never yielded as 
much grass as would suffice for a week’s summer keep 
to a Shetland pony.” 
 
Herapath's Railway and Commercial Journal, 22 
January, 1848 
 



    Culross 



   



“…….a nook of Fife difficult to get at, and still harder to get away from. 
Railways do not come within two miles of it; no passengers by water 
land at its little pier. The wooded ridge sweeps round it so steeply and 
closely that the trees and hanging gardens look directly down upon the 
Sandhaven and the West Green.” 
 
John Geddie The Fringes of Fife (First Edition, 1894) 
 
“The railway has drawn its score between the old causeys [causeways] 
and biggings [buildings] of Culross and the sea; and it has similarly 
treated Low Valleyfield and its adjuncts – a convenience doubtless, but, 
at many points, a sad break in historical continuity and in pictorial 
harmony of effect.” 
“Good times would return, and the summer bather and tripper would 
flock to Culross Bay, could only some kind magician exchange its mud for 
the clean white sands of yore.”  
 
John Geddie The Fringes of Fife (Second Edition, 1927) 













Granton (1860) 



Burntisland 





“It seems that a railway is to take possession of the natural ledge on which the 
path runs through the woods; the rocks are to be blasted away, and the stones 
and rubbish to be shot onto the beach, and an embankment made all round the 
bay from the Silver Sands [of Aberdour] to Burntisland.”  
                                                                         The Scotsman, 28 April, 1887 

Aberdour 








