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Classification of the Forth estuary 

Overall Class 

Ecology (benthic invertebrates) Water Quality 

  Poor Ecological Potential 
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Dissolved oxygen 
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Benthic invertebrate status 2011 



Subtidal benthic invertebrate 

trends 
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Mercury in sediments 



Mercury in biota 
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Fish in the Forth estuary 



Fish in the Forth estuary 



Biological Effects of 

Contaminants 
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Summary 

 Upper and Middle Forth heavily modified 

 Upper poor status (DO) but improving 

 Middle moderate status (benthic 

invertebrates) but improving 

 Lower good status 

 Overall water chemistry pass, sediments and 

biota recovering from past discharges. 

 Some evidence of biological effects in 

mussels 


