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Spectacular firework display celebrates 

 the Forth Road Bridge 50th Anniversary 
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2014 has been a year of significant planning, preparation and development round the Forth.  Very 

obviously another bridge is well on its way.  Currently less obvious but at an advanced stage of planning 

are offshore windfarms to the east.  We hear that changing distributions of estuarine sediments continue to 

present challenges for many Forth users.  Uncertainties surround future possibilities for extraction of shale 

gas and underground coal gasification.  The future scale of operations at Longannet is unclear, while 

redevelopment of the Cockenzie power station site is open to much debate.  Other shoreline initiatives 

proceed, up and down the Forth, while shipping, boating, recreation and fishing continue to be key 

commercial and private sector activities and uses of the river and estuary.  I could go on! 

We also note much progress towards maintaining and managing the Forth’s important heritage and 

biodiversity.  The Inner Forth Landscape Initiative is developing great momentum and promoting a wealth 

of local studies and community involvement.  There is a new Marine Protected Area east of the Forth and 

consultation over a draft marine Special Protection Area including the outer estuary.  Habitat management 

and helping people enjoy and contribute to wildlife protection features strongly on the islands, at several 

important visitor centres and in policy developments.   

All this involves very many people and organisations, large and small, around our area.  The Forth Estuary 

Forum provides the vehicle for sharing information, teasing out challenges and joining up the interests that 

impact upon or derive from the Forth.  The conference, bulletins, meetings and projects that we undertake 

are all focussed on fostering understanding of each other’s needs and interests and our shared 

responsibility for the very special natural resources the Forth offers us.  Looking a little further ahead, once 

formal Marine Planning Partnerships become established there will be an enhanced role for the Forum in 

respect of marine spatial planning, in close cooperation with the Local Authorities. 

Our excellent Forum staff, Frances and Sam, are always ready to hear from you if you have needs or 

suggestions that the Forum might help with – or if you aren’t already a member!   

Lastly, on the subject of Forum people, I’d like to take this opportunity to wish our administrator Sam well 

as after she now leaves us for a new job at one of Edinburgh’s universities – thanks for all your 

enthusiasm, ideas and attentive administration of our operations over the last 3 years Sam.  And I’d like to 

welcome a new director on to the Forum’s board – Tom Brock, who also established and runs the Scottish 

Seabird Centre, was appointed at our recent AGM and brings considerable promotional, business, wildlife 

and communication experience to the team. 

Best wishes, I hope you enjoy this newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

    

 

Management Group: City of Edinburgh Council Julie Dewar (Planning), The Crown Estate Paul Bancks, Falkirk 
Council Richard Broadley and Mandy Brown (Planning), Fife Council Johanna Willi (Biodiversity), Forth Estuary 
Forum Frances Edwards, Forth Ports Ltd Derek McGlashan, RSPB David Anderson, RYA Scotland Graham 
Russell, Scottish Natural Heritage Malcolm Fraser, Scottish Power Richard Christie. 
Directors: Ruth Briggs Chair, Derek McGlashan, Iain Rennick,  Ian Howarth, Hugh Henderson, Tom Brock. 
Staff: Frances Edwards, Forum Manager, Sam Roger, Administrator. 
 

Welcome From The Chair, Ruth Briggs 
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'Forth Sight' view, 

Forum Manager, Frances Edwards 

Sustainable use of the Forth requires a balance between environmental, 

social and economic factors, so it is good to be able to include in this 

edition of Forth Sight, articles covering a broad range of topics from nature 

conservation to recreation and industrial development. 

The end of 2014 has been a busy one for the Forum, with the Annual 

Conference in November and the Scottish Local Coastal Partnerships 

Parliamentary Reception in December.  Reports of these events along with 

other work are in the Forum News section. 

With cold wind and rain sweeping across the water here at Rosyth it seems 

a long time since the warmer days of summer, but we take you back to that 

time with a report on the Forth Midsummer Race. A novel triathlon relay 

combining rowing, sailing and running.  As the 'soapbox' session at our 

conference showed, there is a lot of community concern about the 

proposed Cockenzie Energy Park on the old power station site.  So we 

include an article from Scottish Enterprise about their project. 

Whenever I attend meetings or conference about marine management or 

planning the problem of a lack of data is always raised.  So it is good to 

know that Marine Scotland is making data accessible to us all, through the 

National Marine Plan interactive.  Does your organisation have data which 

could be included?  2014 seems to have been a busy year for new marine 

nature conservation designations.  It seemed that Scottish Natural Heritage 

(SNH) always had a new important update at every Forum Management 

Group meeting.  Malcolm Fraser from SNH has set out the important facts 

for us. 

As the Fife Coastal Path has shown, long distance paths can provide good 

access to the outdoors for local people, as well as bringing in visitors to 

travel the whole length. Upgrading of the Blackness to Bo'ness section of 

the new John Muir Way will mean that many more people will be able to 

reach and enjoy the coastline of the inner Forth.  

It is hard to believe that it is nearly a full year since I started as manager of 

the Forum.   Throughout that time I have enjoyed the support and hard 

work of Sam Roger as Administrator.  As Ruth has mentioned, Sam has 

now moved on to a work new challenge.  Sam has guided me through all 

the 'in and outs' of Forum procedures and her knowledge was invaluable. 

Best wishes to Sam and to everyone with an interest in the Forth. 
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Sam clearing her desk on her last day at the Forum -  

Good Luck in your new job Sam! 



4 
 
 

Forum News 
 

 

21st Annual Conference 

The Forum's 21st Annual Conference was held on 6th November 2014.  The main theme of the conference 
was ‘DEFENDING THE FORTH: the legacy of war for people, places and wildlife'.  In a year of 
commemorations of the start of the First World War, the conference was planned to encourage people to 
view the Forth's wartime history from a different angle and to consider how it shaped the present 
environment of the Forth.  Around 50 delegates gathered in the suitably historic surroundings of the 
Craiglockhart Campus of Napier University, where the relaxed atmosphere enabled them to enjoy some 
excellent presentations, good food and plenty of opportunity for networking. 

 
The conference started with Geoff Bailey, Keeper of Archaeology & Local History at Falkirk Museum,  
introducing the delegates to some of the poignant, personal stories from the Falkirk area.  Kevin Munro, 
Historic Scotland then concentrated on the built heritage remaining in the Forth. This was followed by Ron 
Morris who delighted the conference with photographs of birds and mammals making use of the remains of 
wartime infrastructure on the islands in the Forth.  Philip Robertson, Historic Scotland then took the 
delegates for a tour of the underwater historic wartime sites within the Forth.  Michael Murray, Babcock 
International, brought the legacy themed part of the conference to a close with a fascinating talk on the 
building of Rosyth dockyard and he then brought things right up-to-date with details of the new Queen 
Elizabeth class aircraft carriers being built at the dockyard today. 
 

                 
 
In the afternoon Calum Duncan, Marine Conservation Society, showed the benefits of the Seasearch 
survey programme to both the recreational divers who collect valuable biodiversity data and the scientists 
who make use of it. Lisa Webb, SEPA, looked forward to the second river basin planning cycle (2015-2021) 
and the launch of the consultation proposals.  Frances Edwards, Forth Estuary Forum, rounded off the 
formal presentations of the day with a brief look at the history of the Forum and  considered the changes 
that the introduction of regional marine planning may bring.   
 
There then followed a lively 'soapbox' session where for five minutes each, speakers presented a wide 
range of topics: progress on offshore wind projects; a new exhibition at the National Museum of Scotland; 
nature conservation laws; community views on the proposals for Cockenzie Energy Park; plans for a 
National Marine Centre and the Inner Forth Landscape Initiative.  Delegate feedback comments provide the 
best report of this session: " the soapbox session was good at allowing other issues to be discussed", [they] 

were especially informative" and "I liked the punchy five minute slots". 

The Forum is very grateful to Mainstream Renewable Power for sponsoring the conference. 
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Opportunities to get involved with the governance of the Forum 

There are currently 6 directors who make up the Forum Board, two of whom have indicated their wish to 

retire.  The Forum is seeking new directors to fill these vacancies and potentially, up to two more.  If you, or 

anyone you know, are interested and fulfil the selection criteria below, please let us know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RSPB Awards evening 

 

FORTH ESTUARY FORUM DIRECTOR SELECTION CRITERIA 

The Articles allow for 3-8 Directors, all of whom serve in a personal, voluntary capacity.  

Within the board we seek a range of relevant qualities, experience and expertise among men 

and women who are enthusiastic, committed to the Forum’s aims and able to lead, work as a 

team and communicate effectively.   

In contextual terms the board seeks to include members with experience of management and 

leadership of: 

 Public sector/Government bodies; 

 Business and commercial sector; 

 Charity and communications. 

In subject terms the board seeks to encompass knowledge and experience in: 

 Natural heritage and resource management; 

 Legal and financial management;* 

 Local Authority and planning matters; 

 Recreation, access and community involvement; 

 Education and communications. 

Board members should ideally have a good network of contacts from around the Forth area, 

drawn from the sectors and subjects listed above. 

These attributes are nor exclusive but may be regarded as the main criteria for board 

appointments. 

  *  We currently invite potential nominees, especially those who can contribute expertise in the    

areas marked with an asterisk above, to contact us. 

 

The Forth Estuary Forum was invited by Scottish 

Power to join them at the RSPB Nature of Scotland 

Awards.  The event was held in November at the 

Sheraton Grand Hotel in Edinburgh.  Ruth Briggs, 

Forum Chair (pictured far left), represented the 

Forum and joined other Scottish Power guests from 

Scottish Power Renewables, IUCN and WWF 

Scotland.   A formal dinner was followed by Chris 

Packham presenting the awards. John Hunt received 

a Highly Commended for his work with the SOS 

Puffin project on Craigleith and Fidra.  
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Celebrating Scotland's Coast - 21 years of Local Coastal Partnerships 

The Forth Estuary Forum joined up with the other six Local Coastal Partnerships in Scotland to host a 

Parliamentary Reception for MSPs and invited guests.  The event which, was sponsored by Rhoda Grant 

MSP, was to celebrate the work done over the past 21 years and to promote the potential for future work.  

Despite it being a cold, December evening the event was well attended, including by Richard Lochead MSP, 

Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, Food and the Environment.  The event was preceded by a debate by 

MSPs on local coastal partnerships.  The transcript of this can be found on The Scottish Parliament website 

in the Official Report for the 9th December 2014 in the Parliamentary Business section. 

Making a BIG difference 

In July, the Forum, supported by Scottish Business in the Community, led 10 volunteers from Lloyds Bank for 

a day of beach cleaning.  The group's aim was to 'Make A Difference' along sections of Pathhead and 

Ravenscraig beaches in Fife, and they certainly did.  As well as just picking up the litter, the group took part in 

a survey as part of the Marine Conservation Society (MCS) Beachwatch programme.  Survey data on beach 

litter has been collected by the MCS for 20 years.  The group also surveyed areas for the small plastic pellets 

called nurdles.  What turned out to be the main task of the day was clearing a section Ravenscraig beach.  

This was covered in a significant amount of sewage related debris and became the group's 'wet wipe battle 

ground'.  Removing the debris wasn't easy as the material was partly buried in the wet sand, but with great 

determination and enthusiasm, the group managed to clear one section of the beach and filled a total of 39 

rubbish bags on the day.  They then rewarded themselves with a well earned cup of tea and a scone at the  

Harbourmaster's House, Dysart Harbour. Information about the debris issue was passed on to relevant 

organisations. 

 
 

Members Visit 

 

 

 

 

The 'Wet Wipe battleground 
Before After 

In September, Forum members enjoyed a visit to the Forth 

and Tay Navigation Service at Grangemouth. Chief Harbour 

Master, Capt. Bob Baker and Marine Manger, Ashley 

Nicholson gave a fascinating insight into the work of the 

service. This included the routine work to ensure a safe and 

efficient passage of all commercial and naval shipping from 

sea to port and back to sea again, as well as the preparation 

and training for any major incident.  A highlight was the visit 

to the 'Ops room' (pictured right) where members were very 

grateful to Bob, Ashley and their staff for patiently answering 

all their questions. 

 

 p
h

o
to

: F
o

rt
h

 P
o

rt
s 

Lt
d

 



7 
 
 

 

 

  

The Forth Midsummer Challenge 

 

Graham Russell, reports on a new race across the Forth 

In this sporting year, one event seems to have passed under the radar. The inaugural Forth Midsummer 

Challenge took place on June 22nd. Organised by the Newhaven Coastal Rowing Club and the Forth 

Corinthian Yacht Club, who share facilities at Granton, the event was a novel relay triathlon involving yachts, 

rowing skiffs and runners racing between Granton and Newhaven where the Port o’ Leith Motor Boat Club 

kindly allowed their pontoons to be used. 

There were four teams, each comprising a yacht, a runner and a St Ayles skiff. The Corinthian yachts, Malin, 

Maxine, Misty Blue and An Cala were each paired with one of the skiffs from Newhaven, Portobello, Eskmuthe 

(Musselburgh) and Dunbar. The race started in Granton with each yacht, skiff and runner having to tackle the 

course between the two harbours twice, making six legs in all. The runners had to be on each of the sailing 

and rowing legs. There was a minimum of rules and the first skiff back at the Granton pontoons with their 

runner on board, Newhaven as it turned out, was the winner. The subsequent beginners’ skiff race was won by 

Dunbar. 

The event finished with a barbecue in the sun in the Corinthian yard on the Middle Pier attended by 

participants, friends and supporters. Medals were awarded all round and everyone clearly enjoyed the day. 

Sailors and rowers tend to form two separate communities and it was good to work together to bring some 

excitement to the waterfront. It was a successful trial run and the organisers hope to run this event again next 

summer, hopefully with more teams and certainly with more spectators.  

 

  
photos: Shannon Tofts,  images@shannontofts.com 

 

photo: Shannon Tofts,  images@shannontofts.com 

 



8 
 
 

 

  

Proposed Cockenzie Energy Park 
 

Development proposals for the old power station site at Cockenzie have caused strong feelings 

within the local community.  Here, Scottish Power explain the project and its progress. 

The closure of the Power Station at Cockenzie offers a significant opportunity for job creation in the local 

area. Scottish Enterprise believes that the site has scope to be developed as a marine energy park, 

capable of competing internationally for jobs and investment – particularly in the growing offshore wind 

sector. This is why we have developed some early stage development proposals which were used to inform 

the initial round of community consultation, which started in June this year. 

The proposed Cockenzie Energy Park would be a business park for companies involved in the renewable 

energy sector.  It would feature a number of sites for development by different companies, including 

manufacturing and fabrication companies, for components such as blades and turbines. The park would 

also have a new deepwater quayside which would support a limited small number of vessels to move 

components by sea to the offshore wind sites off Scotland’s east coast.  

David Leven, Head of Energy Infrastructure at Scottish Enterprise, said:  

“We are currently considering some very early stage proposals to develop an Energy Park to support the 

offshore wind sector, at the site of the former Cockenzie Power Station. This is a significant economic 

opportunity for the local area to play an important part in Scotland’s growing renewables industry, creating 

both jobs and growth.” 

 

Scottish Enterprise is committed to carrying out 

comprehensive consultation with the local 

community.  The first community consultation 

period was held from June to August 2014, 

which included drop-in public exhibitions in 

Prestonpans Library and Port Seton Community 

Centre for which over 6000 invitations were 

distributed directly to local resident’s homes.  

On completion of the Environmental Impact 

Assessment and other assessments, Scottish 

Enterprise will continue to engage with the 

community and other key local stakeholders.  

Further rounds of public consultation will be 

undertaken to share the results of these, which 

will include public exhibitions. 

Input from local people is critical to the success 

of this project – consideration will be given to all 

feedback provided throughout the consultation 

period to ensure we scope out all possible 

options for the site.  For further information 

relating to this project please visit 

www.cockenzieenergypark.com   

 
Figure provided by Scottish Enterprise and taken from 

Cockenzie Energy Park Scoping GRPAHICS document 

http://www.cockenzieenergypark.com/
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Martyn Cox from Marine Scotland updates us on the NMPi, a valuable online source of spatial data. 

Technological advances, since terrestrial planning started some 60 plus years ago, have raised expectations 

as to the accessibility of spatial data. In addition, European legislation, the 2007 EU Inspire Directive, requires 

the sharing of environmental spatial information among public sector organisations and better public access. 

The Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 introduced national and regional marine planning for Scottish waters.  To 

support the development of marine planning, marine data are now available at your PC - or on your tablet if 

you are on the move. 

Marine Scotland has developed National Marine Plan interactive (or NMPi mobile), a web based GIS using 

GeoServer and Open Layers software, to provide spatial data and make it readily available to stakeholders.  

All the data from Scotland’s Marine Atlas are now available amongst over 400 data layers and links to 

associated web pages for further information.  Marine Scotland strives to keep marine stakeholders up to date 

with data as much as possible and is working with its partners, SEPA, SNH, JNCC and MASTS to add further 

suitable data to NMPi. New layers are added when available - for example, the new Marine Protected Area 

designations announced in July 2014.  NMPi can also act as an archive reference – for example storing the 

maps from the 2013 draft NMP in a separate section.  

 

Interactive mapping to support marine planning 

For regional planning, NMPi is being populated with initial data layers provided from the emerging Scottish 

marine regions.  Layers exist so far for the South West, Clyde, North Coast and Orkney Islands, and Shetland 

Isles regions. Marine Scotland encourages all regions to submit data that would be relevant for marine planning 

and suitable for public accessibility. 

All NMPi users have access to the data, as switchable layers, through a web interface; and links to associated 

information and the NMPi Web Map Service (WMS) through their own GIS packages (if required). It is free to 

register – which gives the additional functionality of creating pdf maps for printing / e-mailing; developing 

bespoke data layers and downloading certain data (subject to a licence agreement).  

NMPi is an innovative tool to assist Marine Scotland and the emerging marine planning partnerships in the 

delivery of national and regional marine planning. It will support policy making as use of the seas changes, 

whether for sustainable economic growth through a variety of human activities or conservation through the 

designation of marine protected areas. 
 

If you would like to discuss NMPi please contact Martyn Cox at Marine Scotland: martyn.cox@scotland.gsi.gov.uk  

 

 

Screen shot of the Forth Estuary 
Forum area, showing the following 
layers: 
 
Coastal Built Heritage (RCAHMS)  

 
 
Forth Shipping Density Grid - February 
2011 to January 2012 (Number of 

intersecting vessels) 

 
 

mailto:martyn.cox@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
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Embedded links used above if using in hard copy version  

Directive 2007/2/EC establishing an Infrastructure for Spatial Information in the European Community (INSPIRE) - 

http://inspire.ec.europa.eu/ 

Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 - http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2010/5/contents 

Scotland’s Marine Atlas: information for the national marine plan - http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/science/atlas 

National Marine Plan interactive - http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/seamanagement/nmpihome/nmpi  

National Marine Plan interactive mobile - http://marinescotland.atkinsgeospatial.com/nmpi/mobile/  

NMPi Topic Sheet - http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/science/Publications/TopicSheets/tslist/NMPi 

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) - www.snh.gov.uk  

Joint Nature Conservation Committee, (JNCC) - http://jncc.defra.gov.uk  

Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) - www.sepa.org.uk  

Marine Alliance for Science and Technology Scotland (MASTS) - www.masts.ac.uk 

 

Suggest also a screen shot to show what is possible – feel free to choose your own  

 

NMPi focussed on South East Region showing   MPAs, SACs and SPAs, existing renewables  infrastructure, baselines and 

closing lines and lighthouses 

 

 

From seals and gannets to ocean quahogs, Malcolm Fraser from Scottish Natural Heritage reviews 

three of the new marine nature conservation designations which aim to provide these species and 

many others, with additional protection. 

This was an exceptional year in terms of nature conservation, when several important new designations 

were announced. 

The Protection of Seals (Designation of Seal Haul-out Sites) (Scotland) Order 2014 

 

From 30th September 2014 it has become an offence to harass seals at any of the 194 new designated 

haul-out sites around Scotland.  

A haul-out site is a location on land where seals come ashore to rest, to moult, to breed and have pups.  

Seals that are hauled out on land may be sensitive to too close an approach by humans form the land, sea 

or air and caution is required in such circumstances.  are required in such circumstances.  Harassment of 

seals includes any action that causes a significant proportion of the seals on a haul-out site to leave that 

site either more than once, or repeatedly, or in the worst cases, to abandon it permanently. 

Several of the newly designated haul-out sites are in or around the Firth of Forth: 

 Kinghorn Rocks (coastline and rocks between Kirkcaldy and Kinghorn) 

 Fast Castle (coastline around Pease Bay and Siccar Point) 

 Inchmickery and Cow and Calves 

 Inchkeith 

 Craigleith 

 

More detailed information can be accessed from the Scottish Government website, including: 

Marine Scotland’s Topic Sheet on Seal-out Sites http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00456005.pdf  

and FAQ and maps of the 194 haul out sites 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/marine-environment/species/19887/20814  

 

 

 

 

 

Recent changes to marine nature conservation 

©Lorne Gill/SNH 

http://inspire.ec.europa.eu/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2010/5/contents
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/science/atlas
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/seamanagement/nmpihome/nmpi
http://marinescotland.atkinsgeospatial.com/nmpi/mobile/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/science/Publications/TopicSheets/tslist/NMPi
http://www.snh.gov.uk/
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.sepa.org.uk/
http://www.masts.ac.uk/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00456005.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/marine-environment/species/19887/20814
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Nature Conservation Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) 

As of 24th July 2014 we now have 30 Nature Conservation MPAs across Scotland’s territorial and offshore 

waters.  One of these sites is relevant to the Firth of Forth: 

 Firth of Forth Banks Complex NCMPA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For a brief summary of the site please refer to JNCC’s webpage: http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-6480 . For more 

detailed information about the MPA network of sites, please refer to the Scottish Government’s webpage:   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/topics/marine/marine-environment/mpanetwork  

 

Draft Special Protection Areas (dSPAs) 

 

Finally on 24 July the Scottish Government also announced its intention to bring forward a new suite of marine 

Special Protection Areas (SPAs). One of these is relevant to the Firth of Forth: 

 Firth of Forth and Tay Bay Complex draft Special Protection Area 

As currently proposed this site will include subtidal waters from the Rail Bridge - out to beyond the 12mn limit, 

and from Arbroath to St Abbs Head. The aim of these proposed SPAs is to protect those areas of sea used by 

seabirds and marine waterbirds (for feeding and other activities). 

 
For further information refer to the SNH website: 
http://www.snh.gov.uk/protecting-scotlands-nature./protected-areas/international-designations/spa/marine-
spas/  
For maps of the relevant areas please refer to "the suite of Scottish marine dSPAs": 
http://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/A1350044.pdf 

 

  

 

This site is located in offshore waters (beyond 12 nautical miles), and 

is comprised of a series of unusual sea bed areas:  Wee Bankie, 

Scalp Bankie, Montrose Bank and Berwick Bank. It is a highly 

productive area as shown by the richness of wildlife in the region. 

Strongly influenced by currents, the mosaic of different types of sands 

and gravels create a unique mixture of habitats in the area supporting 

a variety of animals on and under the seabed surface.  This includes 

a type of large clam, the ocean quahog, buried within the seabed.  A 

slow-growing species, ocean quahog can live up to 400 years and are 

one of the oldest living animals on Earth. They are an important 

source of food for several species of fish, such as cod and is 

considered threatened and/or declining across the North-east Atlantic.  

 

Ocean Quahog 
photo: © Crown Copyright 2014 

 

 

photo: 

©Lorne Gill/SNH 

 

Gannets on 

Bass Rock 

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-6480
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/topics/marine/marine-environment/mpanetwork
http://www.snh.gov.uk/protecting-scotlands-nature./protected-areas/international-designations/spa/marine-spas/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/protecting-scotlands-nature./protected-areas/international-designations/spa/marine-spas/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/A1350044.pdf
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Angus Duncan, Outdoor Access Team Leader with Falkirk Council describes the project to ensure 

the Blackness to Bo'ness section of the John Muir way was accessible to all. 

 

In 2010, the Central Scotland Green Network (CSGN) agreed to create a new long distance route named 

after John Muir. This was the vision of its Chairman Keith Geddes, who proposed extending the original 

John Muir Way in East Lothian westwards across Central Scotland. The route was planned for completion 

in 2014 to coincide with the 100th anniversary of John Muir’s death, Homecoming Scotland and the 

Commonwealth Games in Glasgow. SNH led the work with assistance from the 9 local authorities, Loch 

Lomond and Trossachs National Park, and other key bodies. The route symbolically links Dunbar (John 

Muir’s Birthplace) with Scotland’s first national park (Loch Lomond and the Trossachs) and with 

Helensburgh in the west, forming a coast to coast route. It provides an accessible and varied route, linking 

together the finest landscapes, countryside and places of interest, for anyone to use. The route links 

together core paths, other promoted routes, trails and cycleways, including the original John Muir Way in 

East Lothian. It can be cycled or walked from end to end, and there are some opportunities for horse-riding 

too.  

 

 

 

 

 

In the Forth Estuary area one of the key missing sections of the route was along the coast between 

Blackness and Bo’ness, where Falkirk Council had for a number of years been looking to make multi use 

access available to a variety of users once again, as the route there had fallen into decline over a number 

of years through continued coastal erosion.   Over a period of two years the council worked with specialist 

consultants to consider the engineering requirements to enable the route to be reopened and to remain fit 

for purpose in relation to its location and end use. In the spring of 2013 the final detailed design was 

agreed. 

Nature Conservation Marine Protected Areas 

The John Muir Way 

 

Before  and after photos of the coastal route 
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In the intervening period the project was tendered and Rainton Construction, a civil engineering company 

with considerable past experience in coastal defence projects in the north east of England, were appointed to 

delivery this large scale engineering project.  Work eventually started on site in May of this year and 

throughout the summer and into the early autumn the contractors made great inroads with the project's 

delivery, despite working around tides and difficult access to site.  

 

The project was finally completed at the end of September and since its completion has been well used as 

part of the John Muir Way, but also as a route for the locals of Bo’ness and Blackness too. In addition to 

being recognised as the official route of the John Muir Way, through agreement with the cycling charity 

Sustrans, it has now also been adopted as a revision to the National Cycle Network-NCN76 route, making 

this a much safer and user friendly off-road route away from the busy road network in this area.      

Falkirk Council would like to express its huge appreciation of the various parties involved in making this 

project happen, without their support the project simply would not have happened. These partners in no 

particular order are Sustrans Scotland, Scottish Natural Heritage, Sportscotland, Falkirk Environment Trust, 

Blackness Area Community Council, the Pauls of Stacks Farm, Bo’ness and the Braes of Burnshot Farm, 

Blackness.      

 

 

Before 

After 

 

From January 2013 until June 2013 Falkirk 

Council worked tirelessly to raise the funds 

required to implement the approved scheme 

and through sustained effort with a variety of 

partners managed to secure the £639,000 

required to enable the project to progress.  It 

was initially hoped that project delivery would 

proceed in the late summer through to the 

autumn of 2013, but unfortunately unforeseen 

delays meant that the project's start had to be 

delayed until the spring of 2014, to avoid any 

adverse affects on the SPA, SSSI and on the 

wintering bird population. 

 

 

Before and after  

photos of the coastal route 


