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matters concerning the work of the Forth 
Estuary Forum and sustainable development 
of the Firth of Forth.

The next edition is due out in Summer 2013. 
News, reviews and articles are welcome - as 
to	are	sponsorships.	Contact	staff	for	copy	
deadline.
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The views in this newsletter represent 
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Once again our editors, Chris and Sam, have compiled a newsletter full of variety and 
comment.  Thank you to those who have contributed articles for it.

This is the time of year when we plan our work and priorities for the year ahead, when we 
respond to requests from key funders such as Marine Scotland and advise them of our 
needs.  But we also want to hear more from Forum members, whether corporate or com-
munity,	about	your	priorities	and	needs	from	Forum	management	and	staff	over	the	next	few	
months.  What requests or suggestions do you have about issues that we should focus on 
or	facilitate	for	the	benefit	of	the	Forth	and	the	Forum’s	key	role	of	promoting	its	sustainable	
use? Can the Forum help you achieve your aims relating to the Forth?

Fulfilling	one	of	our	2012-13	ambitions,	about	30	representatives	of	water	sports	and	leisure	
interests contributed much to the evening workshop in North Queensferry mentioned in 
Forum News on page 4.  The desirability of fostering links between clubs facing similar chal-
lenges up and down the Forth and the need for more data and a co-ordinated approach to 
solving problems and promoting opportunities were key messages from the session.  We 
believe	the	Forum	could	champion	and	facilitate	progress	on	this,	to	the	potential	benefit	of	
both the Firth of Forth and other coastal partnership areas.

I recently participated in a meeting of Scotland-wide members of the Scottish Coastal Forum 
(SCF).  Like our own Forum, this group comprises representatives from key government, local, 
business and marine and coast user and management bodies.  It continues to be strategic, 
forward-looking and collaborative, focussed on supporting the Local Coastal Partnerships and 
promoting	marine	planning.		Rhona	Fairgrieve,	the	SCF	officer,	has	been	very	helpful	towards	
Forth Estuary Forum, particularly as regards the maintenance of our Government funding.  
We wish her well as she prepares for a year away in Brussels fostering links between Scottish 
and European coastal initiatives.

Our former chairman, Robin Hamilton, stood down from Forth Estuary Forum’s board of Di-
rectors at our AGM in January.  We again express our gratitude and appreciation to Robin for 
all his enthusiasm and leadership work. We wish him well as he continues to focus on local 
projects and organisations associated with the coast near his home in East Lothian.
 
Maintaining a balance of strategic and local work is a prime objective of the Forum; though 
sometimes	challenging	for	the	staff	we	feel	it	best	provides	for	the	varied	interests	and	back-
grounds of Forum members and for the Forth.  The following pages illustrate some of the 
many initiatives being led by members, from Stirling to the sea.



This latest issue of Forthsight demonstrates an even 
greater breadth of activity on the Forth, I think, than 
is	usual.	It	ranges	from	proposed	new	offshore	

windfarm developments to East Lothian harbour arts 
festivals, with Local Authority activity and engineering 
developments at the Helix in between: new canals and 
sealocks are being built at the Helix in Falkirk, and the 
Falkirk Local Authority (a Forum member) has recently 
won a Greenspace planning award. 

With so much happening currently, this issue also includes 
articles on the Forth's important history: the Forth Rail 
Bridge has been nominated as a UNESCO World Herit-
age Site; the SCAPE Trust is actively recruiting citizen ar-
chaeologists in the Forth Estuary Forum area to join their 
new project to improve information about the condition 
of archaeological and historical sites on the coast; and a 
comprehensive environmental history of the Forth has 
recently been published, by Christopher Smout, Historiog-
rapher Royal of Scotland.

Sadly we also include an obituary for former Forum 
employee, Karen Storrier, who passed away last 
year. Karen was the driving force behind the Forum 

initially setting up a programme of annual beach cleans, 
and	the	current	staff	of	the	Forum	are	honoured	to	
continue	this	work:	we	had	our	first	beach	clean	of	the	
year at Granton in February, with many more to come.

With developments at the Helix hoping to attract more 
marine leisure use to the area, the Forum  facilitated a 
workshop on watersports in the Forth in late March. With 
the National Marine Plan going out to consultation in the 
summer, this will be a very timely event, and we look for-
ward to reporting on it. Details are in this issue. In addi-
tion to all of the above local activity, 2013 is also the Year 
of Natural Scotland. Therefore the Forum was pleased to 
hold our annual conference on 'Biodiversity on the Forth' 
in January. A brief report on this well attended conference 
is also in this edition. 

I hope you enjoy this issue. For further information on any 
of the following articles, please contact the Forum Man-
ager at 01383 420104 or
email: chris.cutts@forthestuaryforum.co.uk.

Welcome
    from the Forum Manager
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Planning Around the Forth Update
The Forum has recently completed an extensive study 

of statutory plans around the Forth, including Local Au-
thority Development Plans, Forth Ports’ and Scottish Ca-
nals’  statutory functions. 

This work was commissioned by Marine Scotland to elu-
cidate	the	extent	to	which	different	Local	Authorities	and	
other organisations already engage with their coastal and 

marine environments in a planning context. The report will, 
along with the sectoral interactions report completed last 
year, be very useful in informing how local marine plans will 
operate in the near future. 

The report will be made available on the
Forum website soon:
www.forthestuaryforum.co.uk

Forth Estuary
Forum News



The 19th Forth Estuary Forum AGM and Annual Conference 
‘Biodiversity on the Forth’, took place on the 17th January 2013 
at the new Forth Valley College Stirling Campus, opened last 
September, and was well attended by over 60 delegates. The 
meeting was addressed by local and national speakers, and 
was sponsored by Mainstream Renewable Power. Delegates 
were welcomed to the venue by Provost Robbins, Provost of 
Stirling. The Provost drew delegates’ attention to the impor-
tance of the Forth to Stirling: 

‘In June of last year I had the opportunity travel up 
river from Grangemouth in the Queen’s Diamond Jubi-
lee Flotilla. The enthusiasm and commitment 
of the boaters and Scottish Canals to establish Stirling 
as a sailing destination made a major impact on me 
and I have been working with our staff to see perma-
nent moorings constructed at Forthside. 

At the end of last year our Council approved a new ho-
tel and restaurant development at Forthside, which will 
overlook the river and be part of the multi-million pound 
partnership, which adjoins the Railway Station and City 
Centre. Stirling, like many other councils and agencies, 
in the not too distant past, did not appreciate the won-
derful asset that our river and canal systems provided. 
The transformation in our thinking has certainly not 
been  lost on Stirling Council and, like all of you in this 
room, I see exciting times ahead for the River Forth but, 
more importantly, the neighbouring communities and 
the numerous individuals and organisations who can 
capitalize on this superb natural asset.’     

2013 is the Year of Natural Scotland, so presentations included 
nature reserves on the Forth, Natura policy, prioritising marine 
biodiversity features, coastal sites and projects in Fife and the 
Local Biodiversity Action Plan, the Inner Forth Landscape Ini-
tiative	of	 the	RSPB,	Biological	Effects	and	Contaminants	 in	the	
Forth Estuary, making golf courses and links more biodiverse, 
and the Environmental Management of the Forth Replacement 
Crossing.

The presentations are available on the Forum website, and the 
Forum would like to thank Provost Robbins, Mainstream Renew-
able Power, the speakers and all the delegates for making it such 
an interesting and useful day.
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The Forum held a workshop on marine recreation on the Forth 
with invited stakeholders. It was held at The Queensferry Hotel, 
North Queensferry on Tuesday 26th March.

Marine recreation in the Forth area and South East Scotland 
is	increasing,	with	initiatives	such	as	the	Helix	at	Falkirk,	flotilla	
events to Stirling and improvements in tourism infrastructure 
at Eyemouth and Dunbar all contributing. This also demon-
strates an expansion of facilities and awareness beyond the 
traditional centres of activity e.g. Port Edgar, Anstruther and 
Granton. However, there is no current overarching strategy or 
vision for the development of marine leisure activities along 
the Forth and South East Scotland coastline. 

The Forth Estuary Forum aims to produce a review of exist-
ing strategies, plans and policies for marine leisure use within 
its geographical borders of Fifeness, Stirling and Dunbar but 
also extending down to the English border, where Eyemouth is 
seen	as	the	first	landfall	for	European	pleasure	craft	and	also	
enjoys cross-border links with Northumbrian marinas.

The work will complement marine leisure use plans in the draft 
National Marine Plan, inform future local marine plans, and 

can compare and contrast with similar projects elsewhere (e.g.    
Moray Firth Partnership work on leisure boat strategies in the 
Moray Firth).

As part of the review process, the Forum chaired this stakehold-
er workshop event to invite informed opinion and to produce a 
consensus view on a strategy for marine leisure use for South 
East Scotland, incorporating e.g. is existing infrastructure appro-
priate	and	fit	for	purpose,	plans	for	future	collaborative	working	
along the Forth, a list of future proposed activities (both events 
and marketing) and infrastructure required to remove bottle-
necks to development and access. 

Output	from	this	stakeholder	event,	 facilitated	by	Forum	staff,	
will be produced as a SWOT analysis and a strategy that invit-
ed partners can sign up to. The strategy will then act as an ap-
proved road map for the Forum and partners to act on, and will 
be distributed to the relevant agencies e.g. local authorities, Vis-
itScotland, Scottish Enterprise, the Royal Yachting Association. 
The report will also be made available on the Forum website 
when complete.

The Annual Conference

Forth Watersports Workshop
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Seagreen Submits Consent Applications 
for Phase 1 of its  

Firth of Forth Offshore Wind Zone

Seagreen Wind Energy Ltd (Seagreen) submit-
ted applications to the Scottish Government on 
16th October for consent to build and operate 
two 525 Megawatt (MW) offshore wind farms in 
Phase 1 of its Firth of Forth Offshore Wind Zone. 
Seagreen is a joint venture partnership be-
tween SSE Renewables and Fluor Limited. The 
Firth of Forth Zone is part of The Crown Estate’s 
UK Round 3 Offshore Wind Development Pro-
gramme.

The applications were submitted to Marine 
Scotland, the Scottish Government directorate 
responsible for marine licensing and planning. 
Marine Scotland carried out a consultation 
period for all interested parties to provide com-
ments and feedback on the applications which 
ran from the 26th October to the 7th Decem-
ber.

The Phase 1 applications are for two separate 
offshore wind farms, Project Alpha and Project 
Bravo, located 27 kilometres (km) and 38km re-
spectively at their closest points from the Angus 
coastline. The wind farms would each have a 
maximum capacity of 525 MW and accommodate up to 
75 wind turbines and supporting infrastructure including 
subsea cables, offshore substation platforms and mete-
orological masts. 

The subsea cables will transmit the power produced by 
the projects to a landfall point at Carnoustie on the An-
gus coast. The onshore transmission infrastructure, which 
will connect the projects from landfall to the grid con-
nection point at Tealing, north of Dundee, will be subject 
to a separate planning application to Angus Council 
expected in early 2013.

Richard Escott, Head of Offshore Development at SSE 
Renewables, said: “Offshore wind is an outstanding 
resource which, when harnessed, will make a very sig-
nificant contribution to meeting Scotland and the UK’s 
renewable energy targets for 2020.”

 

“This is an important milestone for the Seagreen consor-
tium in developing the Firth of Forth Zone, Scotland’s larg-
est renewable energy project.  We look forward to work-
ing with the relevant bodies to ensure a positive outcome 
for the application. “

Graham Mason, Business Development Director Renewa-
bles at Fluor, said: “We are delighted to see our Phase 
1 offshore consent applications being submitted. This 
comes after a significant amount of environmental study 
and detailed consultation with all the relevant stakehold-
ers”.

“We believe that both of these offshore wind farms are 
fantastic projects which have the potential to have a 
lasting positive impact on the local economy.”

More information including a non-technical summary of 
the application’s environmental statement can be found 
at www.seagreenwindenergy.com.
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The concepts and information contained in this document are the copyright of Seagreen Wind Energy
Limited.
Use or copying of the document in whole or in part without the written permission of Seagreen Wind 
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caused or arising from reliance upon information provided herein.  Should not be used for navigation
purposes.
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(www.ukho.gov.uk).
NOT TO BE USED FOR NAVIGATION
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Hulks at Aberlady

Moat Pit at Culross
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The SCAPE Trust is actively recruiting citizen archaeologists 
in the Forth Estuary Forum area to join their new project 
to improve information about the condition of archaeo-

logical and historical sites on the coast. Surveys have shown 
that there are hundreds of coastal sites threatened by ero-
sion, ranging from the vanishing remains of former industry 
and settlement to local landmarks such as Dunbar Castle 
and North Queensferry Light Tower to iconic national treas-
ures such as Skara Brae in Orkney.

Erosion is a natural process, but parts of Scotland’s coast are 
experiencing increasingly rapid change and it is difficult to 
keep up with what is being destroyed or revealed.

Joanna Hambly, a project officer with the project, said: “Lo-
cal people know their own coastline, so they are in the best 
position to notice changes to it. We want to hear from peo-
ple about recent changes to archaeological and historic 
sites. Previous surveys regarded some sites as a high priority 
for action, but these may now have been destroyed.

You don’t need any special skills or experience to become a 
citizen archaeologist and volunteer with the project. In re-
turn for your time and input, the project will provide you with 
the training and support you need to confidently carry out 
coastal surveys. An interactive map and smart phone app 
have been specially developed for the project, which will 
make accessing current information about coastal heritage 
and submitting new information very straightforward. 

We also want to hear about new sites that have been re-
vealed due to erosion. Sites that are of particular interest 
to us in the Forth area include the remains of wooden ship-
wrecks on the beach at Aberlady, a tower and midden 
eroding out of the beach at Seafield near Kirkcaldy and 
historic fish traps on the foreshore throughout the Firth”.

In the second stage of the project, practical action will be 
undertaken at 12 coastal sites identified during the commu-
nity surveys. Tom Dawson of the SCAPE Trust said that com-
munity groups have been vital in the past in taking a local 
lead in fieldwork and interpretation projects. “We want peo-
ple to tell us what sites are important to them, and what they 
think should be done at them. This could be straightforward 
archaeological recording, but we are also very interested 
in other types of projects, for example, involving artists, film 
makers or writers. We will team local groups around Scotland 
with professionals to help them complete their projects at 
eroding sites.”

Scotland’s Coastal Heritage at Risk is a 3 year national project which will run until 2015. 
It is generously funded and supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund; Historic Scotland; the Crown Estate and the University of St Andrews. The 

SCAPE Trust is a charity which works with the public to carry out research into Scotland’s eroding coastal archaeology. 

If you enjoy being at the coast and would like to 
find out more about your local heritage, have a 
look at the new website www.scharp.co.uk where 
you can find out what’s been recorded in your 
area; along with much more information about the       

project and how to get 
involved. 

The SCAPE TRUST would love 
to hear from community 
groups who are looking for 
a challenge to help with the 
surveys. You can contact 
them at:  info@scharp.co.uk

SCOTLANDS COASTAL 
HERITAGE AT RISK  



3 Harbours Arts Festival
Prestonpans, Cockenzie and Port Seton

art in unusual places
1 June – 9 June 2013

The largest & most diverse Arts Festival in East Lothian
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The 3 Harbours Arts Festival is an annual arts festival based 
within the three harbours of Morrisons Haven (Prestonpans), 
the old harbour of Cockenzie and Port Seton Harbour.

From the 2nd to the 10th June 2012 the Festival celebrated the 7th 
successful festival.  There was an unprecedented number of regis-
trations. Over 200 artists and crafters displayed their work in 108 
venues, such as The Prestoungrange Gothenburg, private homes, 
Cockenzie Power Station, churches, shops and many more.  

There was a huge range of art and events over the week.  The en-
trance to Samuel Burns & Co.(general dealers), was transformed 
by renowned Scottish urban artist, Mike Inglis. It creates a dramatic 
entrance to Prestonpans. 

The Prestoungrange Gothenburg, the hub of the arts community, 
played	host	to	the	7	day	festival	of	music	and	the	Bellfield	Pottery	
Workshops across the road complemented The Goth with all 3 work-
shops open. Veterans of the festival, the Prestoungrange Arts Class 
and Tom Ewing displayed their work and pottery workshops were 
held in the third studio. 

The Power Station venue remained the biggest art exhibition in East 
Lothian with 48 artists exhibiting over 150 artworks. The Colvin fam-
ily including well-known artist Calum, his mother Elma and nephew 
Danny	exhibited	together	for	the	first	time.		

There was an unprecedented number of registrations in 2012 and 
so made good use of Cockenzie House, a house set in beautiful 

grounds dating back to the 16th century. A highlight at this venue
was	the	site-specific	sculptures	in	the	gardens.		Regular	contributors	
to the festival, sculptors Ettie Spencer and Jenny Pope were joined by 
Richard Webb and created large pieces as a response to the unique 
coastal location and history surrounding Cockenzie. 

The conservatory café run by the Cockenzie House Heritage Group 
and the Seafood BBQ organised by Boatie Blest, the community row-
ing club in Cockenzie and Port Seton, kept everyone well fed.

Always popular with visitors to the festival are the open house exhi-
bitions.  A special treat for children this year was the Children’s Art 
Corners and the Dragon Trail.  Whilst the young festival visitors went 
on	a	quest	to	find	the	hidden	dragons	in	the	open	houses,	the	older	
visitors had an opportunity to meet the artists and enjoy the exhibi-
tions at their leisure.

The model boats in the Auld Kirk Hall continue to attract visitors who 
always come away amazed by the craftsmanship and stories behind 
the	models	built	by	fishermen	of	Cockenzie	and	Port	Seton.

Strong community involvement in the festival continues with a mini-
mum of 1000 community event participants. 

A	first	for	the	Festival	in	2012	was	the	“Youth	+	Children’s	Arts	Festi-
val” at Port Seton Community Centre. The local secondary school and 
all four primary schools take part as do the day centres, the Salvation 
Army and the churches.

If you are interested in the 
2013 Festival please visit: 
http://www.3harbours.co.uk 
or for enquiries contact 
Yvonne Murphy email: 
yvonne@3harbours.co.uk



The Falkirk Greenspace Initiative (FGI) scooped the top 
award at the planning ‘Oscars’ in September.

The Scottish Awards for Quality in Planning 2012 recognised 
the innovative and visionary project which went on to take 
the evening’s top award and picked up the overall winner for 
outstanding achievement.

More than 1.3 million trees have been planted and over 
260km of paths created or upgraded since the FGI was 
formed by Falkirk Council and Central Scotland Forest Trust 
(CSFT) twenty years ago. A mosaic of community woodlands 
connected by local access networks has provided a major rec-
reational resource for local people and visitors as well as an 
attractive framework for new developments of all kinds.

Councillor Adrian Mahoney, Convener of Leisure, Tourism and 
Community said: 
“The	FGI	has	been	a	flagship	project	in	the	Council’s	Develop-
ment Plan for many years and it is very heartening to see it 
recognised by these awards. The planning service has worked 
closely with CSFT to deliver the project and the people of 
Falkirk	Council	area	have	benefited	greatly	from	the	sustained	
improvements to their environment. Tourism and business 
attraction	have	also	benefitted	from	the	remarkable	transfor-
mation in the area’s image.”

The FGI was created in 1993 to transform the environment, 
improve the local quality of life and attract inward investment.

Simon	Rennie,	Chief	Executive	at	CSFT,	said:	“The	Falkirk	
Greenspace Initiative is a fantastic project which has trans-
formed the local environment and dramatically improved 
perceptions of the area.

“It	has	added	significant	value	to	the	local	economy	through	
attracting inward investment and tourism, and has facilitated 
an enhanced environment and improved quality of life for the 
local community.

“It is fantastic that this has received the recog-
nition it deserves from the prestigious Scottish 
Awards for Quality in Planning, and along with 
our partners, the CSFT team is thrilled with the 
accolade.”

In 2013 Falkirk Council will produce a new successor – Falkirk 
Green Network Strategy – to promote and further develop 
the work of the groundbreaking Falkirk Greenspace Initiative.

The Scottish Awards for Quality in Planning is one of the 
Scottish Government’s most prestigious events celebrating 
achievements in planning, ranging from strategic vision to 
development on the ground.

The Council and CSFT have worked 
on a number of key projects 

including:

Falkirk Helix (£41m) – strate-• 
gic greenbelt enhancements, 
parkland, events space and 
canal related infrastructure

Falkirk Urban Woodland Ini-• 
tiative (£800k) – community 
woodland management and 
creation

South Falkirk Environmental • 
Justice Project (£500k) – land-
scape restoration and access 
networks to serve a growing 
community

Bespoke Project (£1m) – com-• 
mercial venture for off-road 
trail biking

Roughcastle Landscape Res-• 
toration, improved setting 
and access between the 
Falkirk Wheel and Antonine 
Wall World Heritage Site

The development of Local • 
Nature Reserves at Bonny-
bridge and Bo’ness.
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THE FALKIRK 
GREENSPACE 

INITIATIVE  



The Department for Culture Media and Sport (DCMS) announced 
on Monday 28 May 2012 that the Forth Rail Bridge is due to be 
nominated for inscription as a United Nations Educational Sci-

entific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) World Heritage Site. The 
nomination bid will be submitted in January 2014 and a decision is 
expected to be made by the World Heritage Committee in the sum-
mer of 2015. 

Two key pieces of work must be prepared as part of the nomination 
bid: a Nomination Document, and a Management Plan for the site.  
Once the nomination documents have been submitted, they will 
undergo an 18 month process of scrutiny and evaluation by UNESCO 
and its advisory body ICOMOS (International Council on Monuments 
and Sites). 

To ensure delivery of all the relevant pieces of work two working 
groups were set up. The Forth Bridges (including development of the 
new Forth crossing) are managed through the Forth Bridges Forum.  In 
turn, the Forum established the Forth Bridge World Heritage Nomina-
tion Steering Group to produce the nomination dossier and manage-
ment plan over the next 12 months.  
 
The Steering Group is chaired by Transport Scotland and includes rep-
resentation from all the key organisations on the Forum.  
Key organisations represented on the Steering Group include: Historic 
Scotland, Transport Scotland, Network Rail, City of Edinburgh Council,
 Fife Council, Visit Scotland and the Forth Road Bridge.   Community 

representation is currently being added to this group. The sub-group 
will report to the Forum, providing updates on the progression of the 
work.

Progress update 
Work on the Nomination Document and Management Plan has been 
ongoing since June 2012 with the Steering Group holding regular 
meetings to identify actions and ensure progress towards the submis-
sion of the nomination documents.   The group acknowledges that 
consultation will play a key role in the delivery of the bid.

World Heritage expert James Rebanks has been commissioned to 
begin speaking with local communities and stakeholders to better 
understand what opportunities inscription by UNESCO could create.  
The focus of this work is to look at ways in which the nomination can 
deliver benefits for the surrounding areas and the results of the work 
will be developed to shape further consultation and events.

This first stage of local community engagement will then inform contin-
ued engagement and consultation with the wider public and stake-
holders in spring 2013.  This will lead to the development of a draft 
Nomination Document and Management Plan in the summer which 
will be the subject of further consultation.

Picture below courtesy of The National Railway Museum and The Science & 
Society Picture Library

The Forth Rail Bridge
Set to be Nominated 
for World Heritage 
Site Status
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THE ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY OF THE FIRTH OF FORTH
NEW BOOK BY CHRISTOPHER  

SMOUT & MAIRI STEWART

One	of	Scotland’s	major	firths,	the	Firth	of	Forth	combines	a	
rich wildlife with a history of long and intense human activity 
along its shores. This has lead to extremes throughout time, 
for example rivers now purer than ever were once so polluted 
they	could	be	set	on	fire	and	seabirds	and	seals	once	rare,	
now	flourish	whilst	stocks	of	edible	fish	are	on	the	decline.	

TC Smout, Historiographer Royal in Scotland, and environmen-
tal historian Mairi Stewart consider a wide range of fascinating 
questions about the environmental history of the Firth of Forth 
over thousands of years, making for a unique portrait of the 
area.
Illustrated with black-and-white and colour photographs, this is 
a captivating exploration into the life of the Firth of Forth which 
considers a wide range of questions. How have people af-
fected and exploited the wildlife, and how in turn has it deter-
mined the lives of people? What changes to the biodiversity of 
the Firth have taken place as a result of human interference? 

Why	has	pollution	been	easier	to	control	than	over-fishing?	
What were the unintended consequences to the natural herit

age both of pollution and of cleaning-up, and what role has 
conservation had in bringing about changes? 

The contents include: Hunting and Gathering; Fishing in a 
Firth of Plenty; Oyster Wars; Herring Boom and Herring Bust, 
1820–1950; Lines and Trawls; Traps and Nets in the Estuary; 
Pollution; Land Claim from the Sea; The Bass and its Gannets; 
The Isle of May and the Other Seabird Colonies; and Seals: The 
Bone of Contention.

Christopher Smout is Historiographer Royal in Scotland and 
Emeritus Professor of Scottish History at the University of St 
Andrews. He has written widely on Scottish economic, social 
and demographic history, and since the mid 1990s has been 
much	concerned	with	environmental	history.	He	was	the	first	
deputy chairman of Scottish Natural Heritage in the 1990s. 

Mairi Stewart is an environmental historian specialising in Scot-
tish	woodland	history.	She	joined	the	staff	of	the	UHI	Centre	
for History in 2005 and is currently working on a four-year 
research project dealing with the social history of twentieth-
century Scottish forestry.

For further details and to order the book, please go to: 
http://www.birlinn.co.uk/The-Firth-of-Forth-9781780270647.html
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Karen Storrier, former FEF employee sadly passed away on 26th Au-
gust 2012, after a long illness and a brave struggle.

Karen is remembered fondly at the Forum for her passion, incredi-
ble ability to enthuse and the great work she did from 2000 to 2004 
on the Coastal Litter Campaign (CLC). During that time she created 
a network of local teams of beach cleaning volunteers, created 
teaching aids and gave talks with many schools and other groups. 
She was the driving force behind the CLC, taking it forward with 
tremendous enthusiasm, culminating in the CLC report and confer-
ence in 2004.

The work Karen did was groundbreaking and left a legacy for oth-
ers to follow. The Forum used the education work developed by the 
CLC in schools for many years and many schools in Scotland also 
adopted it. She motivated communities to work together in many 
locations along the Forth doing beach cleans. The Forum still coor-
dinates regular beach cleans along the Forth based on initial work 
of CLC.

Karen passionately believed in what she was trying to achieve, and 
wished to bring her experiences to a broad audience, she reached 
all education levels with her message. She was a co-author of two 
academic papers on litter in the Forth, often still referred to by 
academics from all over the world, ensuring that her experiences, 
successes and hurdles were available for others to learn from.

The CLC got recognition in the Scottish Parliament and the picture 
(above) of Robin Harper (then an MSP) and Karen shows the im-
portance of this piece of work. Over the past year, Karen’s work on 
litter has come back to the attention of the Scottish Government, 

through the current development of a marine litter strategy, with 
those behind the strategy refering to and drawing upon many of the 
findings	in	her	CLC	report.

Family, friends and those she worked with during her time at Forth 
Estuary Forum will sadly miss Karen.

Written on behalf of the Forth Estuary Forum by Robin Hamilton 
Chairman FEF 2000 to 2007 and Derek McGlashan Director FEF

KAREN STORRIER: 
An Obituary

top picture: Karen with 
Robin Harper 
picture to left: Karen third 
from right  
both pictures taken from the  
launch of The Coastal Litter 
Campaign  



As the machinery whirrs and the sheet piling 
goes in along the new canal channel at the Helix 
in Grangemouth, an exciting new destination for 
East coast sailors is beginning to take shape.

The	world’s	first	man-made,	sea	to	sea,	ship	
canal, the Forth & Clyde Canal, opened to great 
fanfare in 1790 and swiftly became known as ‘The 
Great Canal’. In Spring 2014, the vastly improved 
entrance between the Forth Estuary and the 
two hundred year old waterway will create some 
exiting new sailing opportunities and swell the 
number of craft on the canal once again.

Taking this major inland waterway back to its 
birthplace and opening on the River Carron, the 
new sealock and one kilometre long canal exten-
sion will create accessible and direct passage 
across the canal through to the stunning sailing 
waters	off	the	West	coast	and	onward	to	the	
beautiful Crinan and Caledonian canals.
 

The Helix will also give sailors access to some 
exciting new visitor destinations across the Forth 
& Clyde Canal. Indeed, whilst The Falkirk Wheel 
symbolises the reopening and rebirth of the Low-
land canals, the Kelpies herald the momentum 
behind a real drive to increase boating and visitor 
tourism across this Scheduled Ancient Monu-
ment. 
 

“Over	the	past	decade,	there	has	been	tremen-
dous investment in destination development 
across the Scottish canals and the Helix is just 
part of the continuing changing landscape across 
the Forth & Clyde Canal corridor,” explains Rich-
ard Millar, Head of Enterprise at Scottish Canals.
“As	the	Forth	&	Clyde	Canal	becomes	increasingly	
attractive for Scottish sailors and those travelling 
from international waters, we will see more and 
more boating activity on the Forth Estuary which 
we are very keen to support.”
 

The new sealock at Grangemouth, which will fea-
ture a crane for demasting yachts, will create safe 
controlled waters with no overhead obstructions 
significantly	increasing	access	from	the	Forth.	

A new canal extension leading from the sealock 
will open into a vibrant canal hub complete with 
boat	turning	pool	and	flanked	by	two	colossal	
shimmering steel horse heads designed by lead-
ing Scottish artist Andy Scott. These majestic, 
rearing Kelpies towering 30 metres into the sky 
will be Scotland’s largest public artwork and a 
spectacular welcome sight for sailors travelling in 
from the Firth of Forth. 

The Helix itself extends over 300 hectares and 
includes parkland and waterscape. As well as the 
Kelpies, canal hub and towpath, the £43m visitor 
attraction will feature a lagoon, wetland, forest, 

event space, a host of public artworks and over 
27 miles of pathway.

Sailing onwards, the B Listed former Rosebank 
Distillery, a landmark on the canal at Falkirk, will 
soon become a microbrewery with waterside 
visitor centre. From here, a Masterplan has been 
developed to create a vibrant waterway quarter 
leading up to The Falkirk Wheel. ‘Portdownie’ will, 
it is hoped, include shops, restaurant, marina, 
boating facilities and new homes.

As well as the spectacular 35 metre high boatlift, 
The	Falkirk	Wheel	also	offers	an	increasing	
number	of	reasons	to	stop	off.	For	the	young	at	
heart, these include an interactive mini canal and 
Wheel and, for the active, over 2 miles of path-
ways up to the Roman Antonine Wall. 

Travelling across country, Auchinstarry Marina 
and Southbank Marina at Kirkintilloch have 
become popular destinations for boaters. Be-
yond that the Forth & Clyde Canal forks towards 
Glasgow, over the Kelvin Aqueduct, once the larg-
est of its kind, and west to Bowling on the Clyde 
Estuary. 

The three mile spur into Glasgow is enjoying a 
flourishing	new	beginning	and	the	historic	Port	
Dundas, the original city terminus of the water-
way, will soon reopen with a new paddlesports 
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centre and, in time, new boating facilities. Nearby, 
Speirs Wharf boasts a number of visitor berths 
for those wishing to walk into the city centre as 
well as new residential moorings which are part 
of a major campaign to promote ‘Living on Water’.

Bowling has also seen huge investment in recent 
years and plans are underway to grow this pretty 
marina into an exciting new visitor destination.

Altogether, the new sealock and giant Kelpies at 
the Helix herald a bright new future for the Forth 
& Clyde Canal and superb new sailing opportuni-
ties for the East coast.

Construction of the Helix canal hub, which will feature the full-size Kelpie 
heads, a new canal lock and a visitor’s centre, is due to be completed by 
the end of 2013.


